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Letters From the Trenches Show Undaunted Spirit Even When Outnumbered and High
Praise for Officers and Allied Fighters —Gripping Pen Pictures of Conditions

From Capt. James G. Fian, Company
H, 165th Infaatry (che old Sixty-ninth),
to his family at 245 Ocean Parkway,

Brookiyn,
Maren 12, 1018,

HAVEN'T had any espanence iwith

gas—many false alarms, but the only
gas [ have tackled was in the gas chamber
al school last .December, That was many
times stronger than we will ever get in
the field, and the respirator is complete
protection against it. I do oot fear i
particularly, neither do I long te try eon-
clusions with it,

Our alarm for it is the sounding of the
Klaxon horn. It is difficult to get about
in a forest at night when one ig wearing
a gas mask. I am writing this letter from

“iny dugout, which is only ten feet under
ground; a stairway, however leads down
about thirty feet more to a telephone ex-
change, where we go if heavy shelling
starts,

Our men are fine soldiers. They be-
haved like veterans under fire from (bhe
start. Give them enough experience and
they won't need to ask odds from any
soldiers in the world.

Father Duffly complimented the regi-
menl al a reeent gathering, telling them
that they had received greal praise from
the French officers. That the inhabitanis
of every village we were in regretted our
departure. That they had lived up to the
best traditions of the uld Sixty nnth and
that was high praise.

Father Duffy 1s well. He is eertainly
the right man in the nght place. He
takes a personal mierest in the matenal
as well as the spintual weifure of cach
individual soldier. i

March 24. Well, our first session in the
front passed off splendidly. The men are
in great spirits and have reason to be
prond of themselves after their first ex<
perience under fire. ;i

‘While I am writing this letter 1 am
lxing on a hillside which commands a
wonderful view. The scenery is magmifi-
cent. I can see about fifteen towns from
kere. The sun is fine and warm and the
birds are singing merrily. [ understand
now why they call this country “Sunny
France.” I am enjoying a sun bath, which
is just as good as the brand afforded by
the sand in fromt of our cottage at Old
Orchard.

This is Palm Sunday. T attended high
mass at 10 o'clock. It was a very im-
pressive service, 1 ean faintly bear our
regimental band playing in a town about
five kilometres away.

After our sojourn in the trenches it
feels pood to lie here resting in thie long
grass without thought of rattlers or scor-
pions a la Texas or shells and poisen gas
a la France.

I feel sare the prayers of our relatives
and friends are protecting us because
of our good fortune in the trenches. Some
day I will be more explieit.

May 4, 1918. We are now located very
near {he German lines; we are in an open
ecounirv. [ had a good view of German
trenches this afternoon from an elevalion
about five hundred yards away. There is
an abundance of barbed wire between the
two lines; except for this it was not un-
like the meadow in Prospect Park.

Last night Major Stucom and I went
through the front line on inspection. It
was very interesting. We started about
8 o'clock and returned at 1 A. M.

Our arfillery is pounding away right
now, vet near by a very good songfest is
being held by a group of soldiers. The
roar of the big guns shakes my hand as
I write. The unusual becomes common-
place after one is in France for a while.

Our artillery bas been giving the Ger-
mans a fierce “strafing” for more than
forty-eight hours. It dies down for a
while, then swells to a mighty roar.

The French people are very likablesg,
1 wish now that I had studied more French
and less Latin and Greek. The French
officers are splendid men and valiant
soldiers.

How quickly fime passes.
France just ahout six menths.

I am in
We get

fhe Paris edition of the Herald and the
Chicago Tribune every day, so we manage
to keep in touch with the world.

i1 hope the third Liberty Loan will be
shuge suweess. The people are very gen-

-

erous to give fo so many war funds. It
certainly gives the men over heresadded
courage to know the home people are
backing us up so nobly. .

Revently we have reeeived tobaeeo and
cigareltes from Tug Sty Tobaeco Fund
and from the Red Cross. Needless to
say the men were very grateful to the
donors. ;

From Private George Dryburst,
Fourth Cavalry Brigade, Fourth Ma-
chine Gun Sgquadrom, British Eazpedi-
tionary Force. Dryburst, although only
21, has geen three birtbdays in active
service. The lettet was written to bis
cousin, Miss Eleanor Dryburst of
Blythewood Farms, Greenwich, Conn

ArriL 4. 1918,

Dgar Corsix: I am sure you have read
all about the great dash that has eome in
the west. Well, youiknow it was no great
surprise for us, as we have been prepar-
ng for it long enough ; but my word! 1 did
not think there were so many Germans.

They came on us like a swarm of bees.
They were eut down with our artillery and
muchine gun fire. Their losses in the first
two days must have becn appalling. We
all know ours are great, but, by Jove,
we've made bim sit ap.

Well, I've been through some very ex-
citing times, in the way of having a good
fizht with the old man. I'm not going to
say that I like his “good fights,” because
I don’t want to die yet, and I have been
very elose to it many a Llime.

My worst time was when Fritz broke
through—1I ean't tell you the name—and
we were rushed up to stop his advance,
which we did. But, my word! dido't he
hammer us with machine gun fire! At the
finish we had to retire because be was
too many for us, and I had to run with a
machine gan on my shoulder.

We held him until late in the afternoon,
when he musl have got reenforced and re-
eommenced his attack. 1 had a machine
gun and I knew I could not get very far
with my own load of equipment and this
gun also, eise I might have been a prs-
oner or killed and lose the gun also. So I
got rid of my load and got away very
easily with the gun.

I will tell you what I did lose in the
first fow days of this fighting—horse, sad-
dle, underelothing and all personal belong-
ings, which we always earry in the wallets

on our saddle; then I threw my haversack

and other things away. Wonldn't you
have done the same if you had been in
my place?

My word! Fritz did pelt us with ma-

echine gun fire. They were culting the

ground up and pinging bullets all around
me. I den’t mind telling you that I shook
hands with myself after eoming out of
that. You can bet that when we took up
other positions I was just about “abso-

lutely winded.” But just vou “leave it to
George,” he doesn't let a Fritz catehelit
bending.

I am rattling along here and I don’t
know whether the censor will pass it or
not. Il chanee it—so here goes again.
But my exciting times were not finished.
My next tussle with Frilz was at .

He was holding a wood, & very domi-
nating position. He could see every move-
ment of our troops from this wood for
miles. So we had to put him out of it
which we did, though we paid the priee.
The cavalry dismounied and we were sent
to take this wood, and we did take it; took
some Fritzes and machine guns, but, oh!
going up the rise! He played bavoe with
us, but we stuck it out and what remained
of us took it with a rush, and our infan-
try still bhold it.

Wlen we got to his side, you believe
me, there were hundreds of Germans dead
and wounded lying about; so we know bhe
is geiting it very stiff also. Fritz is los-
ing a vast pumber of men; many were
Ising dead in their “funk holes” (that’s a
hole dug in the ground, enough cover for
one man). Now, that showed good work-

.manship of our riflemen, nipping them

like that.

I have had about five different horses
since the offensive of Fritz's began, had
them killed and wounded and lost all my
personal belongings. Would like to eateh
the Fritz who got some of my souvenirs!

Forgot-to tell you that in the first few
days of this offensive of Fritz's 1 wus
fighting alongside the French. They are
fine men to stand with and they’ll fight to
the last, if they are given the opportanity.

By the way, have you received my pho-
tograph yet?! You would not be able to
recognize me now by looking at that, as I
am dirty, elothes in a very bad state and
want a shave very badly, but under afl
that natural eamouflage the same young
G. D. lives still dodging them.

Well, I've had three good seraps and
eome oul, of each one quite 0. K. and [ am
wondering where my next one will be.
What probably softened my heart was to
see the French women and children hav-
ing to leave their dear old' homes and los-
ing everything; it was a pitiful sight to
us, vou know. But still this is war of a
mos:t severe nuture; therefore we must ex-
pect things like this.

Well, our infantry are holding Frits
now, so we are back a little way resting
and being made up to our proper strength,
ready for anmbther tussle with him. [
think the tide will turn shortly in our
favor, with the aid of your American
boys. They are round here, and I have
spoken to a good many. V:‘.hmk we ean
give Fritz all he desires. One thing, he
i= not baving all his own way with us, like

“Co:t_ill‘o t(_) Gree?l tafi;_ .i“(hl;ng

Salvatore A. Cotillo, Senator from
the 20th New York Dumct.

-

SAL\'ATURE A. COTILLO of this
cily, State Senator from the Twen-
tieth district, bas just arrived in Iialy
as the speciul representative of the United
States.  Senator Cotillo’s %ork in the
land of his ancestors will be to eombat
the poisonous German propaganda that
seeks 1o disrupt the nation and weaken
the morale of its people. The Senator
will tell the people of Italy just what
the United States is doing and intends to
do to help win the war.

Two statues representing the first and
third Liberty Loans will be presented to
the King of Italy by Senator Cotillo,
gifts from assoeiates in this eountry. One
hundred thousand Americans of Italian
birth have affixed their names to a peti-
tion which will also be presented to the
Italisn King.

Senator Cotillo was born in N in
1885. With his parents he came to Amer-
iea in 1884 and the family settled in
Harlem. In 1902 be was graduated from
Public School 83 and then studied for
two wears at De Witt Clinton High
School. He later attended Manhattan
College. He reeeived his degree of bach-
elor of luws from Fordham Universily in
1911.

In 1913 he was elected to the Assembly

f this State and was reeleeted for an-
other term. In 1917 he was elected to the
State Senate. Senator Colillo is a mem-
ber of the law firm of Cotillo, Manemso &
Anieta. »
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he Las on the other fromts. He's gut
something up against bim wjth the British
and Frepeb. “Vive les Alles!”

Larer, Arrim. 12, 1918,

T have not managed to get this letter
off vet, as yvou see by this date. Perbaps
it will go to-day. ¢

We have beard from a lot of our boys
who were wounded in that attack. They
are going on 0. K. and wishing us, who
were left, the best of lock. It was a
splendid attoek, there was not a flaw in
the whole thing and it was splendid to
see the determination of our offcers,
though I am sorry to say we lost a few
of those splendid officers.

Say! Among our new officers we Lave
an Ameriean. He joined the ranks on the
outbreak of the war, but recently took a
commission in the M. G. G., and he is a
proper lad. One of the best, but some o
our Ig-nyu are not uwsed to hearing the
American drawling speech, so naturally
when he lets it rip there's some good
h?is go out all arcund. L

am guite happy during these ha-d
tmlsmd, by the way, ’::?Tm n boxs
are in the line with us and the French
now, so Fritz is up against some real good
stufl, is he not? 1 think we ean manage to
l;“*'mlﬂ“-'ﬂ.htwmthethru
of us.

I bave “bags” to do, so I must eonclude.
Don’t forget to write me soon, perhaps I
will bave some more exeiting news to tell
you in mly mext. G. D.

79
bers of

Armiv 10, 1918, ANywhEne
Deag Oxes ar Hous—This will be a
gas bomb from the front, for that is where
Immmdhuhnhramm
"ﬂ'l. It is intevesting to wateh the fire
at night, for it just leoks like a grest

Pouﬁdlnl,ﬁ“hiqh,,aﬂ“‘_

see everything that was ever put
the rocket line with just & little more

ik

Last night we had quite a fine show for
nlmhmmhmdh'ﬂlptw
mTlgupﬂ-ydﬁ -

ey are getting it hard now and after
the big drive is over I don't think it will
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they have started a

line of talk with the fellows. Every-
thing is “That's more gas attacks™ if a
fellow starts a story of any kind. Gee,
bat they were a great pleasure, tlhe near-
est thing to a show over here. Bech is in
another place not far from me, but [
haven't seen him for nearly two weeks,

better in my life; the only thing is my
appetite and it just keeps on growing,

Now 1 will say good night, with a wish
that there are no holes in this lett*r when
it gets to you and that you are all in the
best of bealth. Love to all. = Gmmain,
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